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FOREWORD 

It is my pleasure to introduce our first online NSAA awards publication and to share with 
you projects that both capture public attention and integrate seamlessly into their 
surroundings. 

The practice of our profession inspires and instills public pride in our communities and 
creates buildings that enhance the public’s enjoyment of an engagement with their 
built environment and their community. The work of our members knows no geographic 
bounds. The projects being recognized by the Lieutenant Governor’s Awards for 
Excellence in Architecture are located from one end of the province to the other. They 
are varied and range from residential homes to various multi-purpose buildings that are 
much more than community gathering places. These projects all have one thing in 
common: they demonstrate how architects working with clients and skilled partners in 
the design and construction sector create buildings that are creative, innovative, and 
inclusive. These projects now join a prestigious list of notable buildings in our province 
that have been created by NSAA architects. 

While relatively new, the Mayor’s Prizes for Architecture focuses on both newly built 
projects as well as a body of work or projects that have stood the test of time. All the 
projects recognized over the years have helped define the visual and cultural tapestry 
of our largest city and contributes to the unique identity of the Halifax Regional 
Municipality. 

I wish to extend my thanks to the 2022 awards jury: Jury Chair Giovanni (John) Diodati, 
Brad McTavish, and Hans Joachim Neis. 

I would also like to recognize the Awards and Recognition Co-Chairs Sharon Fogo and 
Ramzi Kawar. I wish to thank them for their efforts. 

As you peruse this publication, it is my hope that you will become inspired by the work 
of our members and the valuable contribution they make to the creative economy of 
our province. 

Sincerely, 

Charles D. Ritcey, NSAA 
President 
Nova Scotia Association of Architects 
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THE JURY 
 

GIOVANNI (JOHN) DIODATI OAQ OAA AANB AAA FRAIC FAPT CAHP 

Specializing in heritage conservation and applying expertise in 
materials conservation and traditional building techniques, 
Giovanni (John) Diodati has amassed an award-winning portfolio 
that includes some of Canada’s most significant historical 
buildings, including the West Block of the Canadian Parliament 
and Rideau Hall. A graduate of McGill University’s School of 
Architecture, John has also chaired numerous professional 
committees and served as Vice President of the Association for 
Preservation Technology International from 2013 to 2017. 

 

HANS JOACHIM (HAJO) NEIS PH.D. M.ARCH M.C.P. DIPL. ING. AKH 
Professor Hajo Neis has previously taught at the University of 
California, Frankfurt University, the Prince of Wales Urban Design 
Task Force, and the Technical University of Dresden. His main 
interests in research include the question of quality and value in 
architecture and urban structure and the question of process and 
processes which create quality in buildings and the urban fabric. 
As a practicing and licensed architect and planner for over 25 
years, he heads his own architecture office, Hajo Neis and 
Associates (HNA), in Berkeley, with projects in the US, Japan, and 
Germany. He is also a member of the renowned Center for 
Environmental Structure (CES) in Berkeley. 

 

BRAD MCTAVISH AIBC MRAIC 
Brad McTavish has practiced architecture for over 25 years. In his 
current leadership role within Grout McTavish Architects, he 
provides design direction and management of the studio's 
projects. From envelope restorations of signature modernist 
buildings to creating lively public spaces, all of Brad's work 
adheres to his philosophy of making places for the public while 
delivering innovative solutions based on the client's needs. Brad 
received his Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University of British 
Columbia prior to receiving his Master of Architecture from 
Dalhousie University. He is a past member of the North Vancouver 
Heritage Advisory Design committee. 
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THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S AWARDS FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN ARCHITECTURE 

Exceptional architectural projects are inspirational. They strengthen our community 
through the improvement of daily life and society at large. These projects can: 

• Promote technical research and advances that benefit the public built 
environment

• Provide substantial economic benefits and growth to communities
• Provide communities with buildings that will serve the interest of the public in a 

positive and meaningful way.

Since 1982, the Nova Scotia Association of Architects, in association with the Lieutenant 
Governor of Nova Scotia, has been recognizing excellence in architectural design 
through the Lieutenant Governor’s Awards for Excellent in Architecture. 

Administered by the Nova Scotia Association of Architects, the Awards Program 
recognizes outstanding architectural projects that represent architecture in the public 
interest. Such projects encourage our communities to participate and demand more 
excellence from our built environment. 

The categories are: 

• Small Building: Any building equal to or under 600m2

• Large Building: Any building over 600m2

The jury may assign an Award of Merit to any submission that merits an award. The jury 
may also assign a maximum of one Medal of Excellence in each category. 

The jury will also have the option of awarding the Lieutenant Governor’s Award for 
Innovation to any submissions which represent new ideas, devices or methods for 
activities such as research and development; literature; products; new methodologies; 
and new technologies.
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CATEGORY: LARGE BUILDING 

MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE
QUEEN’S MARQUE 

Design Architects/Urban Design: Mackay-Lyons Sweetapple Architects 
Prime Consultant: Fowler Bauld & Mitchell Ltd. 

Conceived as a district rather than an individual building, Queen’s Marque is a well-designed 
complex that carefully but clearly anchors itself in the existing urban fabric and artfully transitions 
to the waterfront resulting in a unique sense of place. Its innovative and organic urban 
approach is brought to life through well composed massing, well detailed façade textures, 
welcoming exterior spaces, and thoughtful and deliberate use of materials in continuity with the 
existing.  The project appears as though it has always been there and has the potential to grow 
into a well visited and loved landmark.  

Margo Dauphinee
Stamp
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AWARD OF MERIT
EAST HANTS AQUATIC CENTRE 

Architects: TEAL Architects+Planners and MJMA Architecture & Design 

Conceived to replace an existing facility, East Hants Aquatic Centre is an elegant response to 
the need for a new centre to serve a growing population. Sited atop a gentle slope, it acts as a 
transition from the highway below to the adjacent forest and wetland above and hosts a wide 
variety of recreational activities. The plan is clear, simple, and efficient; it successfully engages 
and mediates its surroundings (views, parking, forest/wetlands). The material selection was well 
researched and emphasizes locally sourced materials and partnerships with local suppliers and 
specialists. The aquatics hall’s source capture ventilation strategy to remove harmful 
chloramines is well integrated into the architecture. The lovely splash park brings joy to the site 
plan.   

Margo Dauphinee
Stamp
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CATEGORY: LARGE BUILDING 

AWARD FOR INNOVATION
HORIZON ACHIEVEMENT CENTRE 

Architects: Trifos Design Consultants 

This project is a significant and noble social enterprise.  The adoption of a familiar strip mall 
concept to provide distinct and inviting entry points combined with a strong central plan to 
facilitate movement and encourage social interaction among clients and staff in safe and 
inclusive environments is clever and commendable.  

Margo Dauphinee
Stamp
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CATEGORY: SMALL BUILDING 

MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE
CHESTER HOUSE 

Architects: Mackay-Lyons Sweetapple Architects 

The Chester House is a delightful little marvel.   It is a simple well-proportioned three-dimensional 
composition supported by carefully selected materials and fine detailing; it appears as though 
nothing more can be added or removed.   The little attic spaces are wonderfully mischievous in 
their intent. Somewhat of a modern Japanese Kura house, where the main interior areas are all 
clean and with no superfluous elements, possibly only because they are all stored in the 
basement. 

Margo Dauphinee
Stamp
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CATEGORY: SMALL BUILDING 

AWARD OF MERIT 

FIVE COVE ISLAND 

Architects: RHAD Architects 

Five Cove Island House presents a strong response to the site supported by a very clear form and 
vision for the site. It clearly shows a respectful response to its waterfront site and the 
displacement of the program creates a very nice parti that is focused on creating privacy wings 
as support players to the communal living and dining spaces. It is a very honest and 
unpretentious piece of architecture with a consistent level of articulation and treatment 
throughout the site, exteriors, and interiors.  The forms, textures, materials, and execution are 
extremely well done. 

  

Margo Dauphinee
Stamp



 

23 
 

  



 

24 
 

  



 

25 
 

 



26 
 

CATEGORY: SMALL BUILDING 

AWARD OF MERIT 

LIMINAL HOUSE 

Architects: Abbott Brown Architects 

The Liminal House presents a powerful form that uses its site well.  The use of black stained boards 
below the cedar clad upper portion is very effective in defining the form and creating a sense of 
lightness and movement.  The well-crafted library is a cultural element that becomes the center 
of the house. The modulation of space through the exploration of liminal spaces and motifs 
creates unique and inviting opportunities to experience both interior and exterior spaces in new 
ways. 

 

 

  

Margo Dauphinee
Stamp
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SUBMISSIONS: LARGE BUILDING 

PARK & ARM ESTATE 

Architects: RHAD Architects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSIONS: SMALL BUILDING 

(S)EFFICIENT HOUSE 

Architects: RHAD Architects 
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SUBMISSIONS: SMALL BUILDING 

EAST DOVER 

Architects: Mackay-Lyons Sweetapple Architects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE AT 9,000 FT 

Architects: Mackay-Lyons Sweetapple Architects 
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SUBMISSIONS: SMALL BUILDING 

HOUSE HYDROSTONE 

Architects: REIGN Architects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEJIMKUJIK GENDER NEUTRAL WASHROOMS 

Architects: Fathoms Studio 
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SUBMISSIONS: SMALL BUILDING 

PROSPECT HOUSE 

Architects: Fowler Bauld & Mitchell Ltd. 
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MAYOR’S PRIZE IN ARCHITECTURE 

Architecture is an important component of the Halifax Regional Municipality’s creative 
economy. 

The history of the Municipality can be experienced through its built environment. As our 
skyline and streetscapes undergo transformation, we can see how progressive 
architectural design can contribute to these changes in a meaningful way. 

Established in 2017, the Mayor’s Prize in Architecture has been created to recognize 
exceptional projects that: 

• Enhance and contribute to the quality and well-being of the public
• Demonstrate creative and innovative design solutions
• Provide important social and economic benefits to our community
• Recognize the importance of environments that are designed to support the

diversity and inclusiveness of communities

The categories are: 

• Residential Building: Any size
• Mixed-Use, Institutional, Commercial, or Industrial Building: Any size
• Lifetime Achievement Award: At the Mayor’s discretion

The Mayor’s Lifetime Achievement in Architecture recognizes an architect or firm’ 
outstanding architectural contributions to the built environment within the Halifax 
Regional Municipality. This is work that has stood the test of time, having contributed to 
the Municipality’s sense of community and visual identity. The outcome is an 
acknowledgement of the importance of design as a valuable contributor to the 
creation of meaningful public environments. 

Some examples of architectural services to be recognized include but are not limited 
to: individual projects; a body of work; whole neighbourhood or community design; 
and exceptional public service to the citizens of the Halifax Regional Municipality. It is 
an individual work or a body of work that gives meaning to or preserves the spirit of the 
place and the unique identity of the Halifax Regional Municipality.
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CATEGORY: RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 

MAYOR’S PRIZE
HOUSE HYDROSTONE 

Architects: REIGN Architects 

This is a skillfully designed, well constructed, and energy efficient house located in a 
neighbourhood that is a designated historic place. The product of a commendable 
project approach making use of selective demolition to create within an existing 
framework, the resulting spaces are well lit and carefully crafted to flow into each other, 
engage views, and produce an exterior skin that recalls the past while adding new 
elements that enter into dialog with the existing ones.  
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SUBMISSIONS: RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 

(S)EFFICIENT HOUSE

Architects: RHAD Architects 

PARK & ARM ESTATE 

Architects: RHAD Architects 
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SUBMISSIONS: MIXED-USE, INSTITUTIONAL, 
COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL BUILDING 

THE GEORGE 

Architects: Fathom Studio 
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CATEGORY: LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

GRAEME DUFFUS 
Over a 40-year long professional career, 
Graeme Duffus has had the opportunity to 
undertake an extensive body of work that 
gives meaning to and preserves both the 
spirit of the place and the unique identity of 
the Halifax Regional Municipality. This body 
of work includes many of the most important 
historic buildings and landmarks remaining in 
the HRM, restoring their original appearance 
and extending their life expectancy. This 
provides our citizens with a proud legacy of 
architecturally significant infrastructure and 

helps make Halifax a destination for the tourism industry. 

WORKS 
Projects in bold are award-winning projects. 

HRM 
Halifax City Hall; the Powers Cottage; Horticulture Hall; Scott Manor House; Bedford 
Tourist Bureau (Moirs Mill Power Generating Plant); Grand Parade study; Carleton House 
as-found drawings and co-authored book. Served 4 years on the Heritage Advisory 
Committee. 

Province of Nova Scotia 
Province House; Art Gallery of Nova Scotia; Government House; Provincial Courthouse; 
Maritime Museum. 

Government of Canada 
Royal Artillery Park Commandant’s Residence assessment; Wellington Barracks 
assessment; Ralston Building assessment and repair strategy. 

Universities 
Dalhousie University: 36 buildings in Halifax, including the Forest Building; all residences 
(12); many Andrew Cobb buildings; Dunn, Old Science Building; Weldon Law; Medjuck 
Building, Chemistry Building and old President’s residence on Sexton Campus. 
St. Mary’s University: 7 buildings including McNally Building; Library; full campus building 
assessments. 
University of King’s College: full campus building assessments. 
NSCAD University: two facades on Granville mall; 22 building full assessments. 

Private Sector Projects 
Halifax Club, Keith Hall; north façade hotel, Duke at Granville; Kerr Properties (3); 
Stoddard House. 
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WORKS 

POWERS COTTAGE 

AS FOUND (Original Architect: SP Dumaresq, 1910) POST-CONSERVATION PROGRAM (2013 – 2015) 

 

HORTICULTURE HALL  

EAST ELEVATION (circa 1848) POST-CONSERVATION PROGRAM (2005 - 2007) 
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